[In vivo studies on PGE2 production by human hepatocellular carcinoma xenografts in nude mice].
The PGE2 concentration of sera and tumor tissues in human hepatocellular carcinoma (hHCC) xenografts in nude mice was examined by radio-immuno-assay (RIA) and the effect of intraperitoneal administration of exogenous of PGE2 as well as indomethacin on tumor growth was studied. The results showed that: (1) Plasma and tumor tissue PGE2 levels of hHCC-bearing nude mice were significantly increased for 1 or 2 weeks after tumor inoculation. (2) Exogenous administration of indomethacin markedly suppressed the elevation of plasma and tissue PGE2 levels and prolonged the latent period of tumor growth. (3) Exogenous PGE2 shortened the latent period of tumor growth. This study indicates that there is intimate relation between PGE2 and hHCC growth.